a 
Sie. ae 
ce 


CONFIDENTIAL | : REPORT [No. 46 of 1879. 


NATIVE PAPERS 


Week ending the 15th November 1879: 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | peewee Dates of os received and examined 4 
BENGALI. | | 
Monthly. | 
1 |** Bharat Shramajivi”’ ... ‘ini .». | Calcutta iia 4,000 
9 | « Gramvarta Prakashiké” ial ... | Comercolly we 175 
3 éé Sansodhini eee eee eee Chittagong eee 600 
Fortnightly. 
4 |** Purva Pratidhwani”’... va myer Ditto a sean 
6 |“ RajshahyeSamvad” ...  ... a» | Rajshahye re 31 
Weekly. | 
6 | ‘Ananda Bazar Patrika” ne .». | Calcutta iat 700 | 11th N 
7 | + Bharat Mihir” ase ey | Mymensingh ee enn ee 
8 | ‘* Bengal Advertiser”... a ... | Calcutta ws 2,000 
9 éé Bar wan Santivani’’ eee eee eee Bardwan ese | 296 llth ditto. 
10 | «8 ag — van eee ae aes ae 60 350 
11 | ‘* Education Gazette” ... ...  ... | Hooghly ee 745 te _diten. 
12 | *‘ Hindu Hitaishini” ee roe ... | Dacca ie 300 : _ 
13. | « Hindu Ranjika”’ 1. oe oe | Beauleah, Rajshdébye... 200 
14 ‘¢ Howrah Hitakari”’ eee eee 900 Bethar, Howrab eee 400 9th ditto. 
15 | ** Medini” vos save =~ ove: | Miadnapore eee 250 {10th ditto. 
16 | ** Murshid&b4d Pratinidhi’” ‘id ... | Berhampore ved isi 
17 | “ Navavibhakar’’ ane ie ... | Calcutta son 850 (10th . ditto. 
18 | ** Pratikér” ss it ... | Berhampore pei 275 23 
: 19 {<* Dik Prakash” aes .». | Kakinia, Rangpore ... 250 om 
20 | ** Sadharani” oe — ... | Chinsurah i 500 | 9th ditto. Ss 
21 | ** Sahachar” me on ... | Calcutta abi 600 | 9th ditto. : 
22 | ** Samflochak”’ vil “— at ae ee 1,000 
23 | ‘‘ Samach&r Sar”’ ee vee: eee | Allahabad ies 350 
24 | * Sanjivani”’ oo sas ... | Mymensingh an 260 
26 |‘‘Sulabha Samféchér” ... ...  ... | Calcutta | 4,000 | 8th ditto. 
26 | ** Sharad Kaumudi ” a a ... | Bhowanipore as 300 {10th ditto. 
Tri-weekly. 
27 | “Samachar Sudhavarshan”’ __... ».. | Calcutta i sna 
Daily. 
28 | ‘*Samvad Prabhakar” ... ‘ic se | Ditto see 700 7th to 11th November 1879. 
29 | ‘*Samvad Pirnachandrodaya” ...  ...| Ditto ‘ei 300 | 8th to 12th ditto. 
30 | ‘* Samachar Chandrika”’ one 2 | Ditto eee 625 8th to 12th ditto. 
3l | “Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ ... ..,| Ditto ees 500 | 10th to 12th ditto. 
32 | * Prabhaéti”’ sie | Ditto ia itu 6th to 13th ditto. 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. | 
Weekly. 
33 |“ Murshidéb&d Patriké”... .... ... | Berhampore si 487 
EnGuisH anp Urpv. . 
34 | Urdu Guide” oe ae seek ea 865 | 8th November 1879. "a 
EneuisH, Beneatl, anD H1npt. i 
Daily. 
35 66 By4pari ; 98 or, The. Trader alias eee Ditto eee ceeoes Sth to 14th November 1879. 
HInpI. 
Weekly. 
36 |‘ Behar Bandhu” one = ...| Dankipore, Patna ... 500 | 12th November 1879. 
37 | “ Bhérat Mitra ”’ ne Ba --- | Calcutta nf 600 | 6th — ditto. 
7 Ue ngs me es ee a 167 
39 |“SérSudhanidhi” ... .. «| Ditto a 200 | 10th ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
* Jam-J«han-numa” 


November 6th, 1879. 


SaDHARAR!, 
November 9th, 1879. 


(8:3 
PoLiTIcAL. 

We make the following extract from an article in the Pradhdti of 
| the 6th November:—A _ study of Lord 
Lytton’s policy has led people to reflect on 
their present position and ask themselves what course they should adopt in 
future. Whatever may have been the misconceptions under which they had 
hitherto laboured regarding the British Government, Lord Lytton, it would 
seem, is addressing them in an unmistakeable manner to the effect that 
they have been labouring so long under a delusion; that politics is g 
subject difficult of comprehension ; that the position of a ruler is tog 
high; that the sceptre wielded by Government is a mighty power; that 
although justice, truth, impartiality, and a love of the people, are virtues 
becoming a-sovereign, still considerations of expediency, those again which 
have reference to English and foreign subjects and matters near and remote, 
could not well be ignored. A ruler could not, with safety to the interests 
of an empire, allow himself like a private individual to be swayed by con- 
siderations of the justice or injustice of a particular measure. Well might 
therefore Lord Dalhousie condemn the discussion of politics by the people 
of India, and more especially the native newspapers, whose proper 
function, according to him, was merely the publication of news. Now Lord 
Dalhousie expressed this merely as an opinion, but Lord Lytton has thrown 
off the mask and embodied the doctrine in a legislative enactment and 
given it a practical effect in the work of administration. Laws are now 
made on every conceivable occasion. The scruples which were felt by 
former viceroys in this respect do not seem to have any effect on Lord 
Tiytton ; and whether in the matter of the Vernacular Press Act, the repeal 
of the cotton duties, the Afghan war, or the reduction of the Durgapuja 
holidays, the same policy guides him in all things. There is no one in 
India who could confidently assert that His Excellency . could not alter this 
or that measure, or that he would not doso; nor is there any one who 
could refer to any policy or intentions of the Government as fixed. 
Although we have made these remarks with special reference to the 
policy of the present administration, they are equally applicable to many 
other governors, the only difference being that while under some the 
policy remains but indistinct, under others it receives a more perfect 
development. In fact, all talk about truth, justice, liberty, equality, and 
unity is so much sauce to give a relish to the pabulum, which 1s, in 
practice, dealt out to the people by Government. Europeans and natives 
are of course equal in the eye of the law; but, as a matter of fact, it is 
the former only who must be appointed to high offices and allowed high 
salaries. India must pay where England is liable. In cases of emergency, 
the safety of the life and property of Europeans must take precedence of 
that of the Jife and property of the natives of India. All this is necessary, 
because without it a foreign domination is not possible. The writer in 
conclusion exhorts the people to shake off their lethargy and learn self- 
reliance. They should seek to elevate themselves in the scale of nations 
by their own exertions, and give up their present habit of depending on 
Government for every measure calculated to benefit them. 


“ What should we do now?” 


2. We extract the following observations from an editorial in the 

The Cahel affairs. Sadharant of the 9th November :—There 
was no Russian intrigue in Afghanistan; the 

rising against the British was due entirely to their own fault. Experience 
has not taught them to correctly interpret the character of the Afghans. 
The means therefore which they adopted to secure the friendship of 
this people have been wrong from the very beginning.. Who ever heard 


ee 
of friendship having been established with the aid of the sword? Be that 
as it may, any more delay on the part of Government in disclosing their 
views respecting Afghanistan is not becoming. The soil of that country 
has been tinged with the heart’s blood of Burnes, Macnaughten, and Cavagnari. 
Why is there any more delay? Lord Beaconsfield, if he has come to any 
conclusion respecting Afghanistan, should disclose it at once. If he cannot 
cope with the difficulties of the situation, let him lay down his office. 


As regards Cabul, we can place two alternatives before Government 
from which to choose one: either annex it completely to the Indian Em- 


pire, Or gradually return within your old frontier. Unfortunately Govern- 


ment lacks the moral courage which an adoption of the latter alternative 
would require. It seems to be the desire of the rulers to set up again a puppet 
in Cabul, and, having patched up a treaty with him, to conclude the present 
affair. But Afghanistan being now without a ruler, that plan is not feasible. 
Government therefore finds itself compelled to admit that, in its efforts to 
secure the friendship of Afghanistan, it has brought matters to such a pass 
that it must either annex the country or abandon it altogether. Both 
courses, however, are equally injurious to the prestige of the British Gov- 
ernment. Whichever may be adopted the conclusion is irresistible, that all 
that has been hitherto done regarding Cabul has been totally wrong. It is 
idle to make any more delay, since one of the two courses above indicated 
must be adopted. The plan of a complete retirement from the country is, 
however, the better of the two, as this would be both equitable and favour- 
able to the prestige of the Government. Now that by the occupation of 
Cabul the power of British arms has been demonstrated, the adoption of this 
course will not certainly be attributed to weakness. Annexation, on the 
contrary, the mora] aspects of the question apart, is impossible, even on 
financial grounds alone. India will not be able to pay the cost of adminis- 
tration, while Cabul is too poor to doso. Nor does it appear probable 
that England will be willing to bear the cost. The editor therefore counsels 
an abandonment of Afghanistan to its fate. An exercise of forbearance, 
when one is completely the master of the situation, is truly commendable. 
8. We take the following from the Sahachar of the 10th November :— 
We repeat what we have said before, that it is 
not advisable to annex Cabul. What has 
been done already is enough. It now behoves the conquering army to 
return to India after having entrusted the government in the hands of some 
competent person. This is also the course which is being urged on Govern- 
ment by the Ldinburgh Review and other leading papers in England. 
We fear that if annexation be determined upon, Government will have to 
encounter serious troubles in future. Russia will never let slip this oppor- 
tunity. The state of thingsin India on the contrary is.such that she abso- 
lutely requires a lasting peace. 
4. Ina long article describing the present condition of Yakub Khan, 
a prisoner in the British camp, the same paper 
asks Government to treat him with due respect. 
His treatment should be conciliatory and consistent with his dignity. 
5. The Ananda Bazar Patrika of the 11th November remarks, in 
reference to the order recently passed by Gov- 
widor, Uytton, and pensions to the ernment, that the widows of those who 
| ' perished in the late Cabul massacre will be 
allowed double the amount of usual pension ; that Lord Lytton should pay this 
sum from his own pocket. He was the principal cause of the massacre of the 
British embassy at Cabul, and it is but fair that the loss to the public 
exchequer, which has resulted from his error of judgment, should be made 
good by him. : 


The Cabul affairs. 


Yakub Khan. 
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PusLic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. In his despatch on the formation of a close civil service for 
natives, Lord Lytton had referred to the 
undesirability of eonferring on them certain 
high appointments on the ground that 
European members of the covenanted civil service would not be willing to 
serve under them. ‘This statement is of itself sufficient to show how 
strong-minded and impartial Lord Lytton is, and how he has at his heart 
the good of the people of India. Nothing could certainly be more humi- 
liating to an Englishman than his being required to serve under a native; 
and what again would be the good of governing India if Europeans did not 
come out here for this purpose? Hence it follows that the Queen should 
revoke her pledges, wet that the policy guiding the administration of India 
should have a new reading given it. It should beso arranged that these 
sensitive Europeans might with ease, comfort, gladness, and pride of heart, 
and consciousness of strength, continue to fill high appointments and go about 
flogging the niggers of India from head to foot. We are so unfortunate 
as to have incurred the disfavour of Lord Lytton, who has spoken against us 
to an extent which would have manifestly taxed the powers of ten viceroys. 
7. The Sadharani of the 9th November devotes a long leader to the 
same subject from which we make the follow- 
ing extracts:—The publication of the papers 
| relating to the formation of a civil service 
for natives has shown us that we were right in not expressing our delight when 
the measure was first proposed. We confess it struck us as somewhat 
surprizing that a pledge which had for forty years past remained unful- 
filled by Government should now be redeemed under the administration of 
Lord Lytton. Truth to tell, Lord Lytton has not done a single good deed 
since the day he set his foot in India. Once only did one of his speeches, 
delivered in the Senate House, inspire us with some hope; in it he regretted 
that natives had not up to that time been appointed to any high offices. So 
that when shortly afterwards we learnt that he was labouring in this respect, 
we fully expected that his name would be associated with at least one good 
work. But we now see that glass cannot ever become gold; that he who 
ever since he had set: his foot in India had injured them in various ways 
was not the person to do them any piece of good service. We have, however, 
now found out the man. [If like-a saint you dealt with me one day and 
as Satan the next, it would of course be difficult to make out your real 
character; but if you were consistent in your devilish behaviour, there 
would be no difficulty in deciding upon the course we should pursue towards 
you. A perusal of the correspondence of Lord Lytton on the subject of 
the Civil Service does not show that he really has the good of the people 
at his heart. On the contrary, it clearly shows that he is desirous of curtail- 
ing the privileges which the natives had hitherto enjoyed regarding the 
admission into the Covenanted Civil Service. After remarking that Huropeans 
are not unwilling, when it is to their interest to do so, to serve under natives, 
the editor asks Government to continue to the natives the rights and 
privileges which they have enjoyed for a long time past, while opening 
up bg them new fields of employment. ‘The rulers should give them a fair 
trial. 
8. By his indirect attempts, remarks the Wavavibhdkur of the 10th 
The Secretary of State’s despatch November, to withdraw the gracious conces- 
on The (vel Gpevies rales. sions made to the natives of the country by 
former English statesmen regarding their admission into the Covenanted 
Civil Service, Lord Lytton has given proofs as well of his liberal views 
as of his political sagacity. It is a matter of exceeding gratification that 


The Seeretary of State’s despatch 
on the Civil Savies rules. 


The Secretary of State’s despatch 
on the Civil Service rules. 


C8") 


the Secretary of State has not sanctioned his proposals. However despotic 
Lord Beaconfield’s government may be, the Premier and his colleagues are 
far more clever than Lord Lytton. ‘We are glad to notice in that portion of 
the reply of the Secretary of State in which he refuses to submit the proposals 
of Lord Lytton before Parliament; that the house now takes an increasing 
interest in Indian affairs. Adverting to other portions of the same document, 
the writer remarks that Lord Cranbrook is wrong in supposing that natives 
of India are not fit to be trusted with executive functions after the examples 
of Sir Salar Jung, Sir T. Madhava Rao, Sir Dinkar Rao, Raghunath Bao, 
and others. Will Government continue to indulge inthis platitude? It 
appears from a remark made by his Lordship that high appointments now 
enjoyed by the member of the Civil Service will not fall to the lot of natives. 
He has pointed out that instead of laying down a clear rule barring the 
elevation of natives to these high posts, a proceeding on the part of Government 
which would expose it to an amount of unnecessary odium, it. would be well 
not to make any such rule, as the power of appointment will lie in the hands 
of the Government, and will only be exercised for the promotion of its own 
interests. Wisely enough, residence in England after nomination has not 
been made compulsory. 

9. The same paper comments on two articles which respectively 
appeared in the London Times and the Spec- 
tator on the subject of the Indian Press Com- 
missionership. ‘The statements made in the former paper are not correct, 
and they have been answered by the Spectatur. The TZimes has noticed 
three principal functions of the Press Commissioner, viz. (1) the supervision 
of the vernacular newspapers, more especially in connection with the Verna- 
cular Press Act; (2) the supplying of official information to the native 
editors and acting as their vakil before Government; and (8) the supply- 
ing of official information equally to all English papers. Now, as regards 
the first of these duties, the Press Commissioner discharges it with great 
ability. He is always on the alert to find out faults and apply the provisions 
of Act IX of 1878. The Press Commissioner is a constant source of uneasi- 
ness tothe native editors, who find it difficult to do their duty properly. 
They are cautious in giving expression to their views, and the only effect of 
this is that Government cannot know the real opinions of the people, 
while a secret feeling of discontent gradually springs up in the minds of 
both writers and readers. The second function of this officer is not properly 
discharged. Many native papers, which possess a respectable subscription 
list, are not supplied with official information or papers which are given to 
the public. The whole thing depends on the pleasure of the Press Com- 
missioner. We do not understand how this officer, who is a censor of the 
vernacular press, could be described as one part of whose duty it 1s to act 
as the vakil of the native editors before Government. The same remark 
applies to his third function. English papers are mo¢ supplied with 
information on public questions impartially. As a rule, the Léoneer 
receives the earliest information. Then why is such a waste of public 
funds allowed to go on? ‘The office of Press Commissioner and his estab- 
lishment costs a large sum, and yet they are quite unnecessary. It is 
the duty of the reporters on the native press attached to the several pro- 
vincial Governments to translate the native papers for the information of 
the authorities; and to enable them to do this, they are allowed to subscribe 
for these papers, The Press Commissioner also does the same thing. 
Thus is Government made to pay twice over for the same work. In con- 
clusion, the editor makes the following observations. The office should be 
abolished by all means, and this on financial grounds if on no other. The 
work done by the Press Commissioner may be divided between the different 
translators and some one of the Secretaries attached to the local Govern- 


The Press Commissionership. 


NAavVAVIBHAKAR, 
November 10th, 1879. 
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NAaVAVIBHAKAE, 
November 10th, 1879. 


SaHACHAR, 


November 10th, 1879. 


Urnpvu GuIpE, 
November 8tb, 1879. 
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ment. This would save expense, while not interfering with the efficiency 
of the administration. 

10. The same paper condemns the agitations which are being made 
by the friends of the East Indians for the 
purpose of obtaining separate State patronage 
in the matter of their education. The authorities too, from the Viceroy 
down to the D’Cruzes, are anxious on this account. No separate provision, 
however, is necessary; and there is no chance of the exertions now made on 
their behalf of ever becoming successful, until the Hast Indians shal] 
have learnt to give up the false pride which disinclines them to learn in the 
same school with native children. 

11. The Sdhachar of the 10th November remarks that while to effect 
a reduction of public expenditure, and on the 
ground of there not being sufficient work for 
the Engineers, many of the old hands have been pensioned off ; almost an 
equal number, nay a larger one, of Cooper’s Hill men have arrived in India 
whom Government is bound to provide with employment. Where, then, is 
room for retrenchments? Does not Government see this, or is it merely 
mocking the public? Of course the College at Cooper’s Hill was estab- 
lished by Lord Salisbury, and it is a great favorite with him as well as 
Colonel Chesney. But India suffers and cries, while they and the Engineers 
whom it provides with the means of livelihood rejoice. Could not Lord 
J.ytton muster up sufficient courage to protest against the continuance of this 
institution ?P 

12. The Urdu Guide of the 8th November hopes that the resignation 

The vacant seat in the Bengal Legis. Of his seat in the Bengal Legislative Council 
lative Council. by the Hon’ble Syud Amir Ali having created 
a vacancy, it will be filled by another Mahomedan gentleman. The editor 
menticns Moulvie Daliluddeen Ahmed, Khan Bahadoor, and Prince Faruck 
Shah as being those whose appointment would give satisfaction. The former 
is, however, more distinguished for his learning, wisdom, and legal acquire- 
ments. 


The education of East Indians, &c. 


New recruites. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mA. & B.L,, 


pees Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, 


The 15th November 1879. - 
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